Nathanael Vechner 1 (also Wechner, or Wegner) was probably born in 1626, in the town of Beuthen, Silesia (now Bytom Odrzánski, Poland). His father, the learned theologian Georg Vechner (1590-1647), 2 was a professor at the local gymnasium at that time. In 1648 Nathanael attended the Gymnasium of Danzig, 3 where he was a pupil of the well-known professor of eloquence, Johann Mochinger (1603- [Hebr.] 'All is foreseen, but freedom of choice is given; and the world is judged by grace, yet all is according to the excess of works' (Pirqe Avot 3.16).
12
[Aram.] 'According to the suffering so is the reward' (Pirqe Avot 5.23).
13
[Dedication] For the outstanding gentleman, Mister Nathanael Vechner, Menasseh ben Israel with pleasure wrote these few words, as a token of his well-wishing affection. Amsterdam, April 5413 (1653).
As far as the Hebrew and Aramaic epigrams are concerned, the inscription is identical to the one that Menasseh wrote for Zaunschliffer in 1654 (ISBA I, 43), including the use of square and rabbinic script for the Hebrew and Aramaic words, respectively (ISBA I, 36 
